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The papermaking workshop in our Arts and Craft 
Centre pulled out all the stops in June - to lovingly
create and produce wedding stationery for the 
wedding of Marion Bull and her fiancé Graham. 

Marion’s brother, Mark, lives in a Henshaws community 
house in Harrogate and is an artist at the centre. 
On one visit, Mark showed the couple around the
papermaking workshops and they were so
impressed, they gave the group a special
commission to design their invitations and
orders of service.

Marion said, “We have had so many people
comment on how beautiful they are – to 
say we were pleased with the finished 
items would be an understatement!”
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With love from the Arts 
and Crafts centre...

Morris Loveland, Manchester’s Tuesday
Group guru has won the prestigious
Manchester Heroes Award! The awards are
run by the Manchester Evening News to
recognise the unsung heroes who make a
difference to their communities.

Morris has volunteered with
Henshaws for six years -

organising activities,
days out, meals and
transport for our 
older service users.
The staff at our

Manchester centre
nominated Morris saying,

“For many, the Tuesday
Group is the only time they leave

the house in the week and Morris goes out of
his way to make it special for them.”

Morris accepted an award and a cheque for
£1000, which he generously donated to
Henshaws. That makes him our superhero!  

The Northeast Skillstep project has
been blessed with a £215,000 grant
from the Big Lottery Fund! 

The funding will help more visually impaired
Skillstep students build the skills to move into
employment, further education or voluntary
work. And it will also help to create a drop-in
suite where students old and new can improve
IT skills and get support in job searching and
other personal goals.

David Mitchell, our Northeast Chief Executive
said: “We’re thrilled! This will develop Skillstep

into a project that offers students more personal
choice in the delivery of their training.”

James Turner, Big Lottery Fund North East, said:
“It will provide a real lift for visually impaired
people across the North East, giving them the
confidence and skills to reach their potential.”

Graduates make a

big first impression

Morris... our hero! Folk musicians across
Yorkshire have come
together to produce 
a new CD, ‘The Blind
Jack Band’, with all
proceeds going to
Henshaws. It’s named

in honour of an 18th century local hero,
John Metcalf, who despite being blind, was
a talented fiddle player and civil engineer.
Call Vikki Nixon on 01423 886 451 to
get yours for £10.

Lottery grant
puts the spring
in our Skillstep!
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We launched our ‘new look’
easy-read Annual Report at
the Henshaws AGM on
Tuesday 23 September. 
To get your free copy, call
Cristina on 0161 872 1234.

Henshaws Northwest has
launched the new-and-

improved ‘Handy Guide’ for families who
are affected by visual impairment. Call
0161 872 1234 to get your free copy. 

Henshaws’ College celebrated its
first ever graduation event on
Saturday 19th July with over 

300 guests - including MP Phil Willis, 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Harrogate 
and representatives from the Learning and 
Skills Council. 

Eighteen students graduated, each receiving 
a personal ‘transitions passport’; an individual
account of their time at college and information
about the next stage of their lives. Proud college
Principal, Caroline Smale said: “The achievements
and the skills they have earned will ensure
they are well equipped to make a successful
transition to the next stage of their lives.”

And Phil Willis, MP for Harrogate and
Knaresborough was impressed too: 
“The students want to make their own way in 

the world and fulfil their potential. The fact
that they have overcome so many challenges
to do so is absolutely inspiring.”

We wish every one of our college graduates all
the best in the future...




